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Big money

By Cindy Krischer Goodman
SOUTH FLORIDA SUN SENTINEL

funding research to prevent and
treat diseases, fueling major hospi-
tal expansions, and adding special-
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Students rehearse in Shirley Callandret’s show choir class at North Andrews Gardens Elementary School of the Arts in Fort Lauderdale.

Fighting for the arts

A mission to preserve
art and music classes
in Broward schools

By Scott Travis
SOUTH FLORIDA SUN SENTINEL

The arts thrive at North

neither. And it’s a problem that
could get worse as enrollments
continue to decline, officials say.
“Parents are furious,” said
Cynthia Dominique, an elemen-
tary school parent who chairs
the District Advisory Council, a
group that makes recommenda-
tions to the School Board. “Parents

Andrews El School of
the Arts in Oakland Park, where
students can uxp«.nunu theater,

just
as important as reading, writing
xmd math. They help to make a

d

aband, a stra, ashow choir
and visual arts classes.

But at Collins Elementary,
a small school in Dania Beach,
students don’t attend any classes
mu, focused on art or

pe
music.

It'sa dlspnntv that has frus-
trated many parents and School
Board members. About a quar-
ter of elementary schools offer
no music classes, while half lack
art, district data shows, Twelve
schools, including Collins, offer

d child. They helpto
kup kids, you know, el ngagcd and
excited to go to school.”

Now, some School Board
members say they want Super-
intendent Howard Hepburn to
see if there's a way to assist these
schools that could be considered
arts deserts, including Collins,
Coral Springs Elementary, Lark-
dale Elementary in Lauderhill

See ARTS on Page A2
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earnings.

locked-in rate.
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Strings teacher Felix Cuza assists fifth-grader Calvin Mitrache with
and Dolphin Bay Elementary in his violin solo at North Andrews Gardens Elementary School of the
Arts In Fort Lauderdale. AMY BETH BENNETT/SOUTH FLORIDA SUN
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Israel says
Iran has
broken
ceasefire

Strikes threaten
mediation efforts
for deal to end war

By Kareem Chehayeb,

Samy Magdy, Melanie Lidman
and Cara Anna

ASSOCIATED PRESS

JERUSALEM ~ Iran launched
missiles at Israel in the first such
bombardmentsincea frag\lcuax
fire took effectin early April, raising
the possibility of a return to he:
fighting and complicating media-
tion efforts to end the war.

Tran’s state broadcaster
confirmed the launches, and Iran
closed its western airspace tobrace
forapossible response. Tehran had
warned of retaliation after Israel
struck Beirut's southern suburbs
without warning earlier Sunday in
defiance of Washington's request

See IRAN on Page A2

Proposed
fees alarm
tourism leaders

By David Lyons
SOUTH FLORIDA SUN SENTINEL

Forthe South Florida region's lodg-
ingindustry, 2026 s likely to go down
asabanner year for international visi-
tors after World Cup soccer takes
center stage in June and July at the
Hard Rock Stadium, not long after
Formula I racing drew thousands
of upscale travelers to the venue and
after an international travel confer-
ence drew a crowd the size of small
cuy at the Broward County Conven-
tion Center in Fort Lauderdale.

The IPW international travel
conference last month drew an esti-
‘mated 5,000 people from more than
50 nations. The visitors included
more than 1,500 international and
domestic buyers and media profes-
sionals. The result: $26.1 billion in
projected future travel business to
the United States over the next three

See TOURISM on Page A6
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Big money is pouring into health systems

By Cindy Krischer Goodman
SOUTH FLORIDA SUN SENTINEL

Aflurry of big-money donations is
strengthening South Florida’s health
systems, a trend that will signifi-
cantly benefit everyone who needs
medical care in the years ahead.

The million-dollar-plus dona-
tions by local billionaire philanthro-
pists, who are aging and may need
medical treatment themselves, are
aimed at improving cancer care,

funding research to prevent and
treat diseases, fueling major hospi-
tal expansions, and adding special-
ized pediatric care.

In recent years, big gifts have
increased as the community of
South Florida billionaire philan-
thropists has grown, either relocat-
ingtotheareaor sharing the fortunes
they amassed through homegrown
businesses. Asmoney poursin, those
suffering from a disease like Parkin-
son’s or seeking experimental thera-

piesfor Alzheimer’s will find medical
innovation in their backyard rather
than having to travel outside the
“What these extraordinary gifts
reflect is a growing understanding
that the health of a community is
one of its most important long-term
investments,” said Loreen Chant,
president and CEO of the Health
Foundation of South Florida.

See MONEY on Page A6
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Just weeks ago, top execu-
tives at Baptist Health South
Florida announced the larg-
est single philanthropic gift
in the organization’s 66-year
history.

Dr. Herbert Wertheim
made a $100 million dona-
tion to establish the Herbert
Wertheim Cancer Institute
Transformational Impact
Fund, a fund dedicated
to advancing cancer care,
research, prevention, educa-
tion and innovation in Baptist
Health medical facilities.
The gift will also establish
the Dr. Herbert Wertheim
Center for Cancer Preven-
tion, strengthening research
infrastructure and expand-
ing clinical trials.

“It’s a transformational
gift for cancer care. We're
going to do extraordinary
things with this gift,” Baptist
Health South Florida CEO
Bo Boulanger said when the
announcement was made.

‘Wertheim is the founder
of Brain Power Incorpo-
rated, aMiami-based manu-
facturer of optical products.
Thebillionaire businessman
and Palm Beach resident has
focused on education and
healthcare in his philan-
thropic giving.

Wertheim’s large dona-
tion comes on the heels of a
$50 million gift from Citadel
CEO Ken Griffin to Baptist
Health in 2024 to support
research and patient care
for Alzheimer’s disease and
other neurodegenerative
disorders.

Since relocating the
investment firm’s head-
quarters to Miami, Grif-
fin has reshaped the South
Florida healthcare landscape
through various donations:
B Nicklaus Children’s
Hospital ($25 million, 2023)
to support the development
of a state-of-the-art pediat-
ricsurgical tower, expanding
access to advanced surgical
care for children and families

across South Florida.

region is the best place in
the country to live, work
and raise a family,” said
Julia Quinn, Griffin Cata-
lystdirector of philanthropy.
“Healthcare plays such an
important role in quality of
life and in a region’s ability
to thrive and attract talent,
businesses, and families.”

DID COVID LAUNCH THE
TREND?

Alexandra Villoch, chief
executive officer of Baptist
Health Foundation, noticed
right after the pandemic
an increase in large phil-
anthropic donations
earmarked for healthcare.
Baptist Health has been
a significant beneficiary,
channeling those funds into
areas such as cancer care,
physician recruitment, clini-
cal trials and early-screening
technologies.

“I think COVID brought
home the fact that you need
extraordinary good health-
care where you live,” Villoch
said. “Because you could be
the wealthiest person in the
middle of COVID, but you
couldn’t get on an airplane
to go to New York.”

Nationally, the aging
population now encom-
passes more high-net-worth
individuals and family foun-
dations that are deploying
capital at unprecedented
scale to improve health-
care. In fact, health philan-
thropy represents 10% of
total giving in the United
States, according to Giving
USA. The philanthropic
gifts are part of a post-pan-
demic push toward commu-
nity giving, in which donors
want to see their money
actively addressing local-
ized health needs.

“Philanthropy is not
the same thing as charity,”
Villoch said. “It’s more about
investingin the future. I think
99% of the philanthropy that
we receive here in South
Florida is coming from
somebody who has either
personally been touched by
a disease or they have had a
family member touched by

supplemental — itisastrate-
giclever shapingthe future of
care delivery”

BROWARD AND PALM
BEACH COUNTIES
ATTRACT DONORS, TOO

Broward Health received
a $5.2 million gift in May
2025 from the Henry E.
Haller Jr. Foundation to
support two new labs at
its flagship hospital in Fort
Lauderdale. The gift will
help the hospital system
build labs at Broward Health
Medical Center focused on
heart health, equipped with
Siemens Artis Icono systems
for cardiac catheterization
and electrophysiology.

In Palm Beach County,
billionaire Alan B. Miller, the
founder of Universal Health
Services (UHS), is associated
with a massive corporate
healthcare investment — the
first new north county hospi-
tal since 1979. Miller has a
home in the Admirals Cove
community in Jupiter, near
Palm Beach Gardens. The
healthcare corporation that
Miller built over the last 45
years has financed and will
operate a $430 million hospi-
tal in Palm Beach Gardens.
The hospital opened on May
22 and was built with future
growth in mind. Miller’s son,
Mare, president and CEO
of UHS, chose to name the
hospital after his father as a
tribute to his legacy.

“This hospital is ablessing
for this community;” AlanB.
Miller, 88, told the crowd at
the hospital opening. “In the
future, you will see thatitisso
essential to keeping people
well and saving lives.”

Just weeks ago, St. Mary’s
Medical Center Foundation
in West Palm Beach changed
its name to The Founda-
tion for Palm Beach Health
Network, expandingits fund-
raising efforts to support all
six hospitals within the Palm
Beach Health Network.

Executive Director Feli-
cia Morton said she plans to
targetall donorsin Palm Beach
County to support a wider
range of health initiatives.

rbb Communications
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care and healthcare educa-
tion to serve the population.

“We’re seeing philan-
thropy support both major
infrastructure projects and
groundbreaking scientific
initiatives that have the
potential to improve lives far
beyond our region,” Perlyn
said. “Investments like
these help position South
Florida as a destination for
innovation, discovery, and
advanced patient care.”

For example, philanthro-
pist David Husman, who lost
his wife, Cathy, to Amyo-
trophic Lateral Sclerosis
(ALS) in 2023, gave Nova
Southeastern University
a $20 million gift for ALS
research and established
NSU Health’s David and
Cathy Husman Neurosci-
ence Institute on the Davie
campus. The gift brought
Husman'’s total support for
the university’s neurosci-
ence efforts to $41 million.

In April, the Shahams
continued their giving and
made an impact with a $30
million donation to FIU’s
College of Medicine —
the largest in the medical
school’s history. The money
will fund the construc-
tion of a seven-story,
94,000-square-foot Shaham
Academic Medical Center
on FIU’s main campus. Built
in partnership with Baptist
Health South Florida, the
center will integrate medical
education with outpatient
clinics, diagnostic imaging
and same-day surgical suites
when it opens in 2028.

In Boca Raton, Florida
Atlantic University received a
$28 million pledge from John
and Ann Wood to support
scholarships for students
enrolled in the Charles E.
Schmidt College of Medi-
cine. It is the largest scholar-
ship gift in FAU’s history and
thelargestknown scholarship
gifttoaFlorida public univer-
sity’s medical school. The
gift, in memory of their son,
Robert A. Wood, will provide
debt-free tuition for aspiring
physicians.

“What we are creating

Dr.Herbert “Herbie”
Wertheim announces
a $100 million gift
to Baptist Health
South Florida

to establish the
Herbert Wertheim
Cancer Institute
Transformational
Impact Fund.
BAPTIST HEALTH
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COURTESY
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' @ University of Miami
Sylvester Comprehensive
Cancer Center ($50 million,
2024) to support construc-
tion of a 12-story cancer
research facility that will
double Sylvester’s research
footprint and accelerate the
development of new thera-
pies and clinical trials.
B Mount Sinai Medical
Center ($15 million, 2025)
to support the Braman
Comprehensive Cancer
Center and expand access
to advanced cancer care
throughout South Florida.
B Ronald McDonald
House Charities of South
Florida ($3 million, 2026)
to support a family campus
that will nearly double lodg-
ing capacity for families
whose children are receiv-
ing life-saving medical
treatment.
B University of Miami
Health System ($10
million, 2026) to support
the Division of Digestive
Health and Liver Diseases,
including the recruitment
of renowned physician-sci-
entist Dr. Field Willingham
and the expansion of
research, care, and physi-
cian training.

“Ken is deeply commit-
ted to improving lives and
quality of life in South Flor-
ida and to ensuring that the

adisease.

“But then you have some-
one like Dr. Werthheim, who
really just wants to make an
impact and does believe that
his investment will drive
really transformative change
in how healthcare is deliv-
ered,” Villoch said.

Helen and Jacob Shaham
are further proof of how
local philanthropists are
driving transformative
change in medical care.
The founders of The Palace
Group of Senior Living
Communities donated $15
million to Nicklaus Chil-
dren’s Health System. The
Cancer & Blood Disorders
Institute at Nicklaus now
bears their name.

“My father-in-law died
from cancer;” Jacob Shaham
said during a reception
when the donation was
announced. “My identi-
cal twin brother died from
cancer two years ago. It’s
close to us. For the last 45
years, we did everything for
our elderly residents; now,
it’s time to do something for
our youngest residents.”

ATFebruary reportby The
Orr Group says all health
systems will come to rely
more on big donations:

“In a volatile healthcare
landscape,” the report says,
“philanthropy is no longer

“ As more are moving here
from different places, they
want to see their donations
make a difference and have
animpact. Whatbetter way to
dothat than tosupport hospi-
tals that they themselves use?
“Morton said.

MONEY FOR MEDICAL
SCHOOLS

Hospitals aren’t the
only institutions drawing
massive investments; South
Florida medical schools are
also attracting large dona-
tions that promise to elevate
healthcare across the region.

With education, donors
are no longer just putting
their names on lecture
halls; they are treating
medical school donations
like venture capital — fund-
ing scholarship programs
and expecting that their
increasingly large funds
yield regional public health
upgrades or high-level
clinical research break-
throughs.

Dr. Chad Perlyn, exec-
utive vice president and
chief medical officer at
Nova Southeastern Univer-
sity and dean of NSU’s Dr.
Kiran C. Patel College of
Allopathic Medicine, said
thatas South Florida grows,
donors recognize the area
needs world-class health-

rbb Communications

Audience: 73,844
here is a robust healthcare
ecosystem,” Villoch said.
“Doctors talk to each other,
and they want to be in an
ecosystem where research
is happening, where tech-
nology is improving health-
care ... creating a stronger
environment begets more
growth, more investment,
and that attracts the top
physicians.”

Chant at Health Foun-
dation of South Florida
notes that South Flori-
da’s continued population
growth means that health-
care needs will continue
to increase, making health
philanthropy increasingly
vital to expanding access
to care, building a stronger
workforce, and improving
outcomes.

“Philanthropic leaders
are recognizing that invest-
ments in hospitals, medical
education, research, and
community health initia-
tives can create lasting
benefits that extend well
beyond individual patients
and strengthen the future
of the entire region,” Chant
said.

South Florida Sun Sentinel
health reporter Cindy
Goodman can be reached
at cgoodman@sunsentinel.
com.



