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Legislative Agenda Priorities 

2011-2012
_______________________________________________________________________

Goal 1: To increase the accessibility of sustainable, community-based, primary healthcare services, including oral health, for underserved individuals and their families.

ISSUE: HEALTH CARE REFORM

(Federal/State)

MONITOR health reform and its implementation at the state level to identify opportunities for the Foundation to engage in health reform activities. Foundation staff will work to maximize opportunities to align its efforts with the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) provisions. 

SUPPORT and engage, in partnership with other community advocacy organizations, in public education and communication efforts aimed at increasing awareness of benefits of the Affordable Care Act among targeted groups (e.g. Hispanics, small businesses). 

OPPOSE legislative efforts that would limit Florida’s ability to participate in federal health reform.
ISSUE: KIDCARE/CHIP

(State)

SUPPORT KidCare legislation that proposes administrative changes identified under the CHIPRA bill as effective strategies to streamline and simplify the enrollment process and increase retention. 
SUPPORT efforts to increase full funding for all children eligible for the KidCare Program. 
SUPPORT efforts that would result in cost-effective targeted enrollment improvements such as data sharing with school lunch program.

SUPPORT expansion of coverage within CHIP to children of low-income state workers.
ISSUE: MEDICAID REFORM

(State)

OPPOSE efforts by the State to eliminate use of medical loss ratios within Medicaid Program and any plans to discontinue participation in the federal program.
SUPPORT “rebalancing” of state funding between Medicaid institutional care and home and community-based care (i.e. 60% to 40% allocation) within the long term care system. 

MONITOR federal requirements for continuation of LIP regarding the enhancement of initiatives to improve quality of care and patient health by hospitals.  
ISSUE: MEDICAL HOMES

(Local)

SUPPORT efforts for adoption of the patient-centered medical home model within systems of care across providers in the region.
ISSUE: ORAL HEALTH

(Local)

MONITOR and facilitate implementation of newly adopted scope of practice for dental hygienists that allows dental hygienists to provide certain preventive services without supervision of dentist. 
ISSUE: SCOPE OF PRACTICE OF ADVANCED NURSE PRACTITIONERS

(State)

SUPPORT efforts for expansion of scope of practice of advanced nurse practitioners.

Goal 2: To promote healthy lifestyles and preventive health practices.

ISSUE: CREATING HEALTHY CHILD CARE CENTER ENVIRONMENTS

(State/Local)

SUPPORT state legislation that integrates nutrition standards, physical activity requirements, and limitations to television viewing in child care centers as part of licensing requirements.

SUPPORT efforts by local policy-making entities to adopt and integrate nutrition, physical activity, and TV screen time standards into existing quality rating systems and within local county licensing requirements.
ISSUE: INCREASING ACCESS TO HEALTHY FOODS

(State/Local)


SUPPORT adoption of policies supportive of urban agriculture, a localized food 
            system wherein the production, processing, distribution, access/consumption and 
            disposal/recycling of food occur in and around a city. This would include 

            farmers market regulations, community gardens, and urban farms.
            SUPPORT legislative efforts for implementing a Healthy Food Financing 
            Initiative. 
ISSUE: OLDER ADULTS SERVICES
(Federal)

             SUPPORT the reauthorization of the Older Americans Act.
Goal 3: To improve the effectiveness and efficiency of the healthcare system for the poor and uninsured.

ISSUE: JACKSON HEALTH SYSTEMS  
(Local)

ENSURE Public Health Trust and county government take the necessary steps to continue Jackson’s health services in a high-quality, sustainable system.
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